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St John's Newsletter 
 

An update from Mr. Rubin ... 
I can't believe this rather short term has flown by so quickly. I hope all is well and families that 
celebrated had a wonderful Eid. We have Easter coming up and the children took part in the 
Church service this week and had such a fun time engaging in Easter activities and Eid 
parties. My thanks to Mrs Bahi and staff for organising this. In addition, it has been a wonderful 
few weeks with athlete visits and an amazing science wow day. I know many of you will have 
met your childôs teachers to discuss their progress too.   
 
You will by now have received our Ofsted report. I hope you enjoyed reading it. We were the 
third primary school in the borough to be inspected under the latest framework  and the first 
one form entry smaller school. The framework is very thorough and our children, staff and 
leadership team did everyone proud. I think this report is a very strong outcome. We were 
limited in a couple of gradings due to the low attendance rates. Attendance is extremely 
important and we will be working tirelessly to improve it. You will have noted that breakfast 
clubs and after school clubs are now free and Mrs Jheeta's class are trialling soft starts in the 
morning where children can come straight into class when the gates are open and do fun 
activities joining Collective Worship (Assembly) at 9:05am. This is proving to be popular. 
 
Have a great Easter break, do get back to us if you require a foodbank slot as we will be in on 
Tuesday 31st March and do be kind to one another.  

. 

 
 
Have a lovely half term and remember to be kind to one another.  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow Us on  Instagram  
One of the very best ways to keep up to date with what is happening in our school is to follow us 

on social media. We are on X https://twitter.com/5tJohnsTower and 
on Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/stjohnsbethnalgreen?igsh=NHZsODQzc2w4NHZ2&utm_source=qr  

There is some lovely content on there so if you have this platform, please take the time to have a 
look and follow us. 

  
 
 

Cross Teach Share The Easter Story  
 

Our friends from Cross Teach came to visit us to share the 
Easter story. They have been coming to schools for years 

now and are always so entertaining and interactive.  
 
 
 

 

 

https://twitter.com/5tJohnsTower
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnsbethnalgreen?igsh=NHZsODQzc2w4NHZ2&utm_source=qr


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

St Johnôs Ofsted Report 
 

I hope you have had the opportunity to read our report and I hope you feel it is a great reflection 
of our school. The report can be found here. https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/21/100953 

 
Here are my favourite 5 quotes lifted directly from the report: 

1. "Pupils say the school 'feels like home' and that adults care for them and solve 
problems quickly." 

2. "Many parents and staff describe the school as an inclusive 'family', where every child 
is known and supported." 

3. "Children make excellent progress from their starting points." 
4. "Behaviour across the school is calm, orderly and respectful." 
5. "Pupils are happy, safe and proud to belong to this welcoming school community. 

These quotes paint a picture of a school that is much more than just a place of study; it is a deeply 

inclusive "family" where children feel safe, valued, and "at home". This strong sense of belonging is 

built on a foundation of "warm and respectful" relationships and a "calm, orderly" environment that 

allows every child to focus and thrive. Our pupils make "excellent progress" from their individual 

starting points. Ultimately, these highlights show that by putting childrenôs wellbeing and happiness 

at the heart of everything, we help nurture a community where pupils are proud to belong and are 

perfectly placed to achieve their best. 

 

 

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/21/100953


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Year 4 Visit to Mulberry Academy Shoreditch  ï Mr Boutflour  

 
For our final trip of the term to Mulberry Academy, for our latest Science STEM session, the 
pupils used a variety of resources to construct bridges that could support weight. The pupils 

had to think about material choice, design and test out their intentions.  
 

Not only did this help our children apply their scientific knowledge, they had to work in teams 
and communicate effectively too. Huge thanks to the team at Mulberry Academy Shoreditch 

who are always so welcoming to our school. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Easter Service  @ St Johnôs Church 

A big thank you to Reverend Philippa and her team for 
organising such a lovely service at St Johnôs Bethnal Green 
Church. We heard the story of Easter and reflected on how the 
crowdôs response to Jesus changed so dramatically. Our 
brilliant choir, led by Mr Pease, sang beautifully, and Reverend 
Philippa even managed to include an Easter egg hunt, which 
the children thoroughly enjoyed. 

A sincere thank you to Mrs Bahi and Reverend Philippa and her 
team for making the occasion so special. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Science Wow Day  
 

A big thank you to 
Mrs Reader over at 
St Paulôs who 
organised our 

Science Wow Day. 
Children took part 
in practical hands 
on experiments, 
hypothesising, 

testing and finding 
conclusion whilst 

working with friends 
from different year 
groups. It was such 

fun! 
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Year 1 Trip to The Soanes Centre  

Our Year 1 scientists took their learning into the great outdoors with a trip to the Soanes 
Centre. The highlight of the day was undoubtedly the pond dipping. Armed with nets and 
magnifying glasses, the children identified a variety of aquatic life, practising their classification 
skills to sort their finds into different groups.  

We are incredibly proud of Year 1. Their behaviour was exemplary, showing respect for the 
environment and the staff at the centre. This group has been on many adventures this year and 
their growing confidence in new environments is a testament to their hard work and maturity. 

Located in the heart of East London, the Soanes Centre is a vital for our community. It provides 
a rare and essential space for children to connect with nature first hand. By offering high-quality 
environmental education, they help our students understand biodiversity and the importance of 
protecting our local ecosystems. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Book Day Wonders!  

A huge thank you to all our families for the incredible effort put into this yearôs World Book Day 
costumes. From classic literary heroes to modern favourites, the creativity on display across 

the school was truly wonderful to see. 

Beyond the dressing up, the day served as a fantastic reminder of the importance of reading. 
Immersing ourselves in stories helps our students develop empathy, sparks their imagination 
and builds the vocabulary they need to succeed. It was a joy to see children across all year 

groups sharing their favourite books and discovering new adventures together. 

The highlight for me is when everyone joined together in the hall for a big read! Thank you to 
Mr Boutflour for organising. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Playground Makeover  

A massive thank you to Ms Leigh 
and Mr John for finding and 
organising a group of volunteers 
from Santander who came in to 
help us out. They got stuck into 
our back playground, which I think 
we can all agree was in desperate 
need of some serious love and 
support. It is hard to overstate just 
how much of a difference this kind 
of volunteering makes to a school 
like ours. It was great to see 
people from the business world 
coming in and showing our 
students that the wider community 
really cares about their school and 
their future. This tidy-up is just the 
start of what weôve got planned as 
we are going to keep looking for 
more volunteers and local partners 
to help us out as weôre determined 
to make sure the school grounds 
are as ambitious as the learning 
happening inside the classrooms. 

Weôre so grateful to the Santander 
team for providing the elbow 
grease to get us moving. Weôll 
keep you posted as we start 
planting and really bringing this 
space back to life. 

 
 
 

 
 

Awe and Wonder!  
 

This photo of our Year 1 children totally absorbed in their 
painting - mixing colours with that look of pure wonder - is 

a brilliant reminder of why the children love coming into 
school every day and seeing them dive into everything 

with such a smile is why our light shines.  

That same level of engagement is what we see right 
across the school. Whether children are experimenting 

with art or tackling a new challenge in class, our children 
have a real appetite for learning. It is great to see them 
so settled and happy in their environment, making the 

most of every opportunity they get. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindness Cu p Update  

We are incredibly proud of our latest Place2Be 
Kindness Cup winner, who comes from Year 1. He 
has been setting a brilliant example for everyone by 
being so consistently kind and thoughtful towards his 

friends. 

The Kindness Cup is such an important part of our 
school life because it celebrates the values that 

matter most. It ties in perfectly with our motto, "Let 
Your Light Shine." Our vision is for every child to 
recognise the unique strengths they have and to 

share them with the world around them. By showing 
such genuine care for others, he is doing exactly 

thatðletting his light shine and making our school a 
warmer, happier place for everyone. IN the pictures 

below you can see some of our other marvellous role 
models.  

 

Year 2 Visit The Sea Life Centre  
 

Our Year 2 class had a brilliant trip to the Sea 
Life Centre this week. The children were 

fascinated by everything from the sharks to 
the jellyfish and it was great to see them so 

engaged with the underwater world. 
 

They were a real credit to the school, showing 
exemplary behaviour and a genuine interest 

in the marine life they saw. The Sea Life 
Centre is such a fantastic resource because it 

gives the children a chance to see these 
creatures up close, helping them understand 
the importance of conservation and protecting 

our oceans. It was a lovely day out and a 
great way to bring their learning to life. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Football Teams Update  
 

Congratulations to our football teams who have been doing so well in recent 
tournaments. Our girls team got all the way to the Semi Finals and our boys 

team made it to the finals. Both teams played with great spirit and upheld our 
values representing our school with pride. A big thank you to Mr Fernandez and 

our staff for taking the children.  



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Book Fayre  

A packed library is a great thing ï especially when we our holding our book fayre. Thank you 
to Mr. Boutflour for arranging this and Ms Carly and Ms Kam for being on hand to make sure 

that the books are going to our families. Thank you also to our parents, carers and children for 
their enthusiasm and being so enthusiastic about reading.  

 

 
Oracy  Update  

 
Our Year 6 Oracy Programme continues this year as Mr 

Ian Graham works his magic with children in Year 6 at ST 
Paulôs and St Johnôs. Children work hard on their 

presentation skills building on the hints and areas for 
development that Mr Graham shares with our students. 

 
This will culminate in a Federation Debating Tournament at 
the end of the year. Thank you to Mr Graham for giving up 
his time to help our children.  I will update you on how the 

children are developing. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Johnôs Children Working Hard! 

It was a pleasure to welcome Olympic bronze 
medallist Victoria Ohuruogu to the school. Following a 

recent visit from her sister, gold medallist Christine 
Ohuruogu, Victoria put the pupils through their paces 
with energetic sports challenges. Both sisters grew up 
in East London and seeing their medals was a brilliant 

reminder that, our pupils can achieve anything. 

We also want to say a massive thank you to our 
children for their fundraising efforts. The money raised 
will go directly towards brand new sports equipment. 

Seeing the children work so hard to improve their 
school is a perfect example of our family community in 

action. Victoria was a true inspiration and we are so 
grateful to her for sharing her time. 

 

Celebrating Outstanding 
Achievement  

 
Our children in Year 6 always 

impress us and I was 
delighted to see these 

children sent down to our 
office to share their amazing 

successes both in literacy and 
mathematics.  

 
Our gold award stickers are 
not easy to obtain and these 
pupils have really shone in 

their achievements. 
Congratulations to them all!  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Breakfast Club  
 

Our free breakfast club is open to all pupils from 8am every 
morning. By providing a healthy start to the day, we ensure no child 
begins their learning on an empty stomach. Why not let us organise 
the morning rush; get your children in early so they are settled, 
nourished, and fully ready to learn by nine. There is lots to do and I 
am delighted to say that Mr Fernandez will now be joining us in the 
mornings which means even more fun for our growing breakfast 
club children.  

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These sessions help  young peop le engage creatively in
a  collabora tive p iece of a rt tha t will be exhib ited
som ewhere round the St MargaretЯs House site 

Free to a ttend  thanks to fund ing  from  the Tower
Ham lets Mayor's Com m unity Fund.

Venue: The Stud io a t St MargaretЯs House, 15 Old  Ford  Road
Dates &  Tim e:

Tuesday 7th April, 10am - 12noon
Wednesday 8th April, 2- 4pm
Friday 10th April, 10am - 12noon

FREE Cra fterschool Easter
Holiday  Workshops

Whatôs On at  St  Margaretôs House 
for Children and Famil ies: East er Holidays and

Summer Term 20 26

St  Margaretôs House Art s and Wellbeing Cent re, 21 Old Ford Road, E2 9PL

www.stmargaret shouse.org.uk  /  email Lara@stmargaret shouse.org.uk

Join us for f ree holiday workshops, a low-cost  performance for
families and f ind out  about  our weekly t erm-t ime act ivit ies

Snow White and Rose Red Ь sisters, twins, best friends Ь
have lived in the forest since they were Babes in the
Wood. Brought up  by their hardworking  m other to be
kind, caring  and  forest fluent...if som etim es a  lit t le over
enthusiastic  in their deeds!

Snow  White, Rose Red , Bear
Brow n -  fam ily  show

Venue: Mulberry Ha ll, St MargaretЯs House, 21 Old  Ford  Road
Date: Saturday 11  April th

Tim es: 11am  and 1.30pm
Running Tim e: 55 m inutes
Suitab le for ch ild ren 4+ and their  fam ilies



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staying Safe Online 
Tips 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

Penalty Notices Information ï New 
National Framework  

 

Please read and familiarise 
yourself with the latest 

guidance from Tower Hamlets. 
Please note that the fines go to 
the local authority and that all 

schools receive this information 
to share with parents/carers. 

 


