St John's Newsletter

Friday 6th June 2025

An update from Mr. Rubin...

Eid Mubarak to all our community celebrating. It has been a busy few weeks in school. Since |
last wrote, our Year 6 class have completed their SATS. We have had a number of trips and
outings plus the return of class assemblies which have been great! We also took part in our
Science Day — thank you to Mrs Reader, our science coordinator based at St Paul’s for
organising. Thank you to all the families who have completed our survey so far on
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3SR2QHC . If you haven’t done so yet, you can just click the
link.

Have a great weekend and remember to be kind to one another.

Class 6 SATS Update

Congratulations to our children in Class 6 who
have successfully completed their Key Stage 2
SATs tests. We have had a number of new pupils
join the class late in the year yet | am always
struck by the dedication and focus that the class h
shows. Big thanks to Mrs Bahi, Ms Carly and Ms
Sadika for working so hard with the children and to
Mrs Jheeta for organising the fab breakfasts!

Key Dates Coming Up: (Check the calendar on the website to0)

Pentecost Church Service Wednesday 11th June (9:30am) Evensong - St John's Church 5pm

Swimming Gala
Evensong

EYFS Sports Day

Sports Day

Y6 Evening Performance
Y6 Morning Performance
Summer Fete

Y6 School Journey
EYFS Graduation

Year 6 Graduation

Last Day of Term

Thursday 12" June

Wednesday 2" July St John's Church 5pm
Wednesday 9™ July

Thursday 10" July

Thursday 10" July

Friday 11" July

Friday 11" July — 2 — 5pm

Monday 14" — Thurs 17t July

Friday 18" July 9:30am

Friday 18" July 2:15pm

Monday 215t July (& Koinonia End of Year Church Service at St John's
on Bethnal Green — 9:30am

Follow Us on Instagram

One of the very best ways to keep up to date with what is happening in our school is to follow us

on social media. We are on X https://twitter.com/5tJohnsTower and

on Instagram

https://www.instagram.com/stjohnsbethnalgreen?igsh=NHZsODQzc2w4NHZ2&utm source=qgr

There is some lovely content on there so if you have this platform, please take the time to have a

look and follow us.



https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3SR2QHC
https://twitter.com/5tJohnsTower
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnsbethnalgreen?igsh=NHZsODQzc2w4NHZ2&utm_source=qr

Parent Governor Needed!

Huge thanks to Mr Ahmed who is stepping down from his role as Parent Governor. He has
supported the school since May 2023 and we are so grateful for his wisdom, time and support.
Our Governing Body has a strong focus on three core strategic functions
e Ensuring Clarity of Vision
¢ Holding the Headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its
pupils
e Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well
spent
Governors commit to attend regular meetings and training. Each individual Governor is a
member of the Governing Body and all decisions are the joint responsibility of the Governing
Body.
We are now looking for a new Parent Governor to join. If you could send expressions of interest
to Parents@st-johns.towerhamlets.sch.uk, we will begin the process.

Nursery Class
Assembly



mailto:Parents@st-johns.towerhamlets.sch.uk

Science Day

St John'’s was transformed into a huge science
laboratory to allow our children to spend the day
emersed in the joys of experimentation, fair
testing, recording, measuring, practicals and
having great fun. | am so grateful to Mrs Reader,
our Federation Science coordinator who put the
programme together. Thanks also to Mrs Jheeta
who managed the logistics to allow our children to
work in mixed year groups, support one another
and be enthused by the wonders of science!
There are more pictures on the page below.
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Kindness Cup Update

Another week sees our latest
Kindness Cup Winner crowned during
Celebration Assembly.

Our children are so kind and every

week the lucky winner is always so

well-received by the whole school
community.

Compassion is one of our six Values
and is so important. It is yet another
example of how our children Let Their
Light Shine

Walking Football
Tournament

We were very proud to host the
latest Tower Hamlets walking
football tournament. Friends from
other schools including St
Elizabeth’s joined us and | think
you can tell from the pictures how
much the children enjoyed it!




Y6 Chocolate Trading

Game
Year Six enjoyed an excellent
session at the Morgan
Stanley Offices in Canary
Wharf. Working alongside
real financial city traders, we
engaged in trading - using
chocolate. There were lots of
animated discussions within
the teams, as we made
crucial decisions whether to
buy or sell at the end of each
round. In all, it
was truly a fantastic way to
use and apply our maths
skills in such a practical way!

David Tovey Visit

Renowned, respected artist
and great friend to the school
David Tovey visited children
in Year 4/5 to inspire them.

Children worked with him to
create messages using art.




Year 6 Update — Mrs Bahi

Year Six were selected by Mr Cook to represent St John's at a special Lunchtime Eucharist
Service in St Paul's Cathedral. On arrival, we had the unique opportunity to rehearse in the
same room as the choristers of St Paul's, then play an active part in leading the service, which
was attended by members of the public. The children sang four beautiful pieces, and even had
the opportunity to meet the lead clergy, who was similarly impressed with their singing. Well
done Year Six - you make us proud!

Year Six will soon begin work on their Enterprise Project, which will culminate in an Enterprise
Fair on Friday 4th July. Save the date and watch this space for more information - it's going to
be amazing!




Nursery
Trip to

Young V&A
Museum
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Values of the Term — Koinonia

| have already made reference to our Value of Compassion and how important it is. However,
the Value we are focusing on this term is Koinonia - a very special Value and appropriate for
our school. For me, it focuses on community and sharing and how we belong and look after
one another. We do this at St John’s by including everyone, making sure no one feels left out,
supporting each other, helping our friends when they might be finding things hard and working
together. Examples of this are seen in the classroom, in the playground and at lunchtime. It
isn’t just in school where community is important. We have made sure we have helped our
local community by helping prepare beds for the local homeless or collecting food and
redistributing it to people that need it. Our school is also a foodbank in the holidays. By
supporting everyone in our community we really do ‘Let Our Light Shine’.




Year 2 ART

During Art Day, children brought London’s skyline to
life by creating impressive models of iconic buildings
such as the Shard, Tower Bridge, and the Gherkin.
Using a range of materials, they developed their
design and construction skills. The results were
stunning!

Then
After that

Later
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PARENT ONLINE SAFETY SESSION|
with: Breck Foundation:

We are pleased to announce that Breck Foundation is
coming to our school!

Breck Foundation is a charity founded in 2014 in response to the tragic loss of Breck
Bednar, a 14-year-old boy who was groomed and murdered by someone he met online.
Their work aims to prevent this from ever happening again.

On Monday 16 June at 6pm: Breck are running an Online Safety
session on Zoom for all parents of St John's and St Paul's school.

Please check your messages for more details of the zoom link.

Following the meeting, Breck Foundation speakers will be visiting the school to
deliver age-appropriate sessions. To find out more about the sessions please check
their website: www.breckfoundation.org/speaker-sessions

Year 1&2 at Barnes Literary
Festival

§s
“» Barnes 3
Children’s
Literature
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Get your Child Ready
for Nursery & School

J oin our Support Sessions below:




Staying Safe Online
Tips

; : - Be
Don’t worry about screen time; aim for screen quality & yge Connect

Scrolling through social media isnt the same as making a film or story, or :
video calling Grandma. Use the Children’s Commissioner’s ‘Digital Five A Day’ Give to
to plan or review each day together. others

Check the safety settings are turned on

Whether it’s your home internet, mobile devices, consoles, apps or games, there are lots of
settings to make them safer. The key ones are - can they chat to strangers, can they video
chat or’go live; are their posts public? What about safe search and Youtube?

See parentsafe.lgfl.net for more,

Get your children to show you their apps and games

You don’t need to know all about the latest app or game, but if your child shows you what
they are doing and with whom, you'll probably see if it’s appropriate or not. Remember 18
games are not more advanced - they are harmful to children! For parent guides to apps,
including recommendations for kidsafe apps and video platforms, search for Common
Sense Media reviews.

Don't try to hide news about scary things in the news

If you don't talk about it, your children might read inappropriate pages, believe scare
stories or simply catastrophise in their heads. Why not watch Newsround together and talk
about how they feel - there is guidance from Childline to help you.

Remind them of key online safety principles

There are too many to list, but remember human behaviour is the same online and offline.
Remind your children to be a good friend, to ask for help if they are worried or if someone
is mean, not to get undressed on camera and most important of all... if somebody tells
them not to tell or ask for help because it’s too late or they will getin trouble, THAT’S A LIE!

If you aren’t sure, ASK!

Your school may be able to give you advice, but there are plenty of other places to
ask for help as a parent or a child, whether it is advice or help to fix something.
Lots of sites are listed at reporting.lgfl.net, including ones to tell your kids about
(they might not want to talk to you in the first instance).




Penalty Notices Information — New
National Framework

Please read and familiarise yourself with
the latest guidance from Tower Hamlets.
Please note that the fines go to the local
authority and that all schools receive this
information to share with parents/carers.

PENALTY NOTICES P
New National Framework for Penalty Notices for poor school attendance and unauthorised %
leave in term time are changing from 19 August 2024. s o
r Chi .
Penalty Notices will still be issued to each parent for each absent Term Time Leave: 5 consecutive days
child.
10 sessions of unauthorised absence in a

For example — 2 siblings absent for unauthorised leave in term time .
2 dh 10 week period

will result in each parent receiving two separate fines.

Second Offence
The second time a penalty
notice is issued, the amount will
be £160 per parent, per child, if
paid within 28 days.

First Offence
The first time a penalty notice is
issued, the amount will be £160 per
parent, per child, if paid within 28
days.

Third Offence
The third time a penalty notice is
issued, the case will be presented
straight to the Magistrates Court.

Fines of up to £2500 per parent,
per child, can be issued by the
courts.

(There is no reduction for any

(Reduced to £80 per parent, per early payment.)

child, if paid within 21 days.)

London Borough of Tower Hamlets, Town Hall, 160 Whitechapel Road, London E1 18
Emall: LE

The best of London
in one borough




: CONTRACT
CATERING
@ SERVICES

4R
\§ /

LUNCH MENU
Apr 2025 - Oct 2025

>

FREE FROM

&P Main Allergens

Monday
‘Planet Earth Day’

Tuesday
‘Street Food Day’

Wednesday
‘Traditional Day*

Thursday
Sweden

Friday

‘Favourites’

21 Apr 2025 + 05 May * 19 May * 02 Jun * 16 Jun + 30 Jun + 14 Jul - 28 Jul * 11 Aug * 25 Aug * 08 Sep * 22 Sep « 06 Oct + 20 Oct

Margherita Plzza with
lohdloutow.d.ob

Spaghetti Bolognalse

Roast Chicken with Roast
Potatoes & Gravy

Swedish Beef Meatbals
with DIl Cream Sauce &
Mashed Potatoes

Cod Fish Fingers with
Chips

Caulifiower & Chickpea

MMO

Jacket Potato with

Swedish Cheese Pie with

&)

Mexican Bean Vegan
Roll with Chips

e

& Broccoll

®

Carrots & Sweetcorn

&

*)

Swede with Carrots

Apple & Cucumber

Osu.c

Chel's House Salad

o

0 and DUl Salad

Cucumber, Red Onion

Crunchy Coleslaw

Fruity Yoghurt Bar with

Cheddar Cheese with
Breadstick 0

Seasonal Fresh Fruit

Qldn

mO

Blueberry Fruit M'

Strawberry & Banana
Yoghurt with Rice
Krispies

DAILY OPTIONS: DAILY SALAD & SEASONAL FRESH FRUIT PLATTER Q FRESH BREAD & YOGHURTS Q

‘Planet

\Z/

Tuesday

FREE FROM
Main Allergens
Wednesday

Earth Day' | ‘Street Food Doy’ [ VT Py
28 Apr 2025 + 12 May * 26 May « 09 Jun + 23 Jun + 07 Jul ~ 21 Jul + 4 Aug * 18 Aug * 1 Sept + 15 Sept - 29 Sept + 13 0ct - 27 Ot

Crispy Southern Fried
Chicken Fillet Burger
with Baked Potato

Wedges

Roast Beef with Roast
Potatoes & Gravy

Thursday
Singapore

Singapore Chicken Stir
Fry with Noodles

‘Favourites'

\
Bubble Crumb Fish Bites |

or Bubble Salmon Fillet
with Chips

Roasted Vegelable
Lasagne

(V)

Cheese & Broccoll
Guiche with Chips

)

)

Fruity Yoghurt Bar with
Toppings

)

Cheddar Cheese with
Breadstick

)

Seasonal Fresh Frult

GW

Troplcal 'W%

DAILY OPTIONS: DAILY SALAD & SEASONAL FRESH FRUIT PLATTER 0 FRESH BREAD & YOGHURTS o

Please Note that some dishes maybe subject to local changes to sult individual school needs

T kb
Fanlsa
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St John’s CE Primary School
~——— —-Bethnal Green

REAKFAST CLUB

2 8:00 - 8:45am Monday- Friday

Our Breakfast Club is available to all St
John'’s pupils from Nursery to Year 6 for
only £1 when arriving before 8:30. After
8:30 our Breakfast Club sessions are
completely FREE of charge to all.

@ www.stjohns towerhamlets.sch.uk admin@stiohns towerhamists sch uk @ 020 8980 1142

Find us on B X




Who's in Charge Programme at LEAP 2024/2025 @

As a parent/carer you may be feeling any of the folowing:
Helpless lopalass Guilly Poweress
Isolaled Anxious Despar
Shame Blamed

Aims of the programme
To achieve the goals, these aims have been identified for the programme.
Feelings

O Reduce parents' feelings of isolation.

O Chalenge parents' feelings of guilt.
Thinking

O Create the belief in the possibility of change.
Behaviours

0 Clanfy boundanes of what is acceptable and unacceptable behaviour.
Atfitudes

O Explore anger, both chidren's and parent's.
O The impact of anger on behaviour.
Asserfiveness

O Encourage parent's asserliveness.
sSeff-care

O Highlight the importance of parental self-care.
O Encourage self-care.

Our aim is fo provide a safe and supportive environment for parents, offering
valuable insights, practical strategies, and empowering concepts. We understand
the challenges parents face in addressing challenging behaviour and strive to equip
them with the tools necessary for positive change.

For further information please cal Denise Foster (Family Support Lead) 07724 024 925
denise.foster@ondoneastap.org.uk




Bethnal Gr een
Junior Choir

Wednesdays 3.45-4.30pm

St.John on Bethnal Green

Primary School,
Peel Grove, E2 9LR

\ ,P Years 3-6 welcome




Tower Hamlets and City

SEND IASS

Tower Hamlets & City SENDIASS

(Special Educational Needs Information,
Advice and Support Service)

The SENDIASS Team provides
free and impartial expert advice
to parents of children with SEND
and to children and young
people themselves who are
residents within Tower Hamlets
or City of London. Some of the
ways we can support you are:

- Attending meetings with
schools/professionals

- Applying for an Education
Health and Care Plan

- Mediation with the Local
Authority

- Preparing and attending
SEND Tribunals

- Providing information about
other support services and

Our team also runs workshops for parents
around the EHCP process. Annual Reviews.
and Secondary School Transitions.

If your query can not be resolved during
the telephone consultation. we will take

a referral and you will be allocated a
caseworker who will contact you within 10
working days.

We have a dedicated telephone line, 020
7364 6489 that you can call to speak to an
advisor Monday-Friday, 9:00 am-1700 pm.

You can also email us at
towerhamlets&city.sendiass
@towerhamlets.gov.uk

You can visit our website at
https: //www.towerhamletsandcity




Proposed School
Term Dates 25/26

School term dates 2025 / 26

Period Dates

Term 1 Monday 1 September 2025 to Friday 24 October 2025 (40 Days)

Half term Monday 27 October 2025 to Friday 31 October 2025

Term 2 Monday 3 November 2025 - Friday 19 December 2025 (35 Days)

Christmas break |Monday 22 December 2025 to Friday 2 January 2026

Autumn Term 2025

Period Dates

Term 3 Monday 5 January 2026 to Friday 13 February 2026 (30 days)

Half term Monday 16 February 2026 to Friday 20 February 2026

Term 4 Monday 23 February 2026 - Friday 27 March 2026 (24 Days)

Easter break | Monday 30 March 2026 to Friday 10 April 2026

Spring term

Period |Dates

Monday 13 April 2026 - Friday 22 May 2026 (except May Day Bank Holiday on
Term5 |4 May 2026) (29 Days)

Half
term Monday 25 May 2026 - Friday 29 May 2026 (spring bank holiday on 25 May)

Term 6 |Monday 1 June 2026 - Wednesday 22 July 2026 (38 Days)

Summer Term 2026

INSET DAYS Monday 15t — Tuesday 2" September 2025
First Day back — 3 September 2025




St John’s & St Paul’s Whitechapel CE Primary Schools
Term Dates and Holidays - 2024/ 2025

Autumn Term 2024

Staff Training Mon 2™ & Tue 3rd September
First Day of Term Wednesday 4™ September
Half Term Monday 28" — Friday 1st November
Staff Training Mon 4™ November

Second half of term  Tuesday 5" November

Last Day of Term Friday 20" December
Christmas Day Wednesday 25™ December
Boxing Day Thursday 26" December
Spring Term 2025

New Year’s Day Monday 1* January

First Day of Term Monday 6™ January

Half Term Mon. 17" to Fri. 21 February
Second half of term  Monday 24™ February

Last Day of Term Friday 4 April

Good Friday Friday 18™ April
Easter Monday Monday 21°" April
Staff Training Wed 30% April

Summer Term 2025 (More dates to be added)

First Day of Term Tuesday 22nd April

May Day Bank Holiday Monday 5" May

Half Term Tuesday 27" to Friday 30" May

Second half of term  Monday 2nd June

Eid Al-Adha Friday 6th June 2025

Pentecost Church Wednesday 11th June (9:30am)

Service (@ St John's

Bethnal Green Church)

Evensong (@ St John's 5Spm

Swimming Gala Thursday 12% June

Bethnal Green Church) Wednesday 2" July 5pm

EYFS Sports Day Wednesday 9™ July

Sports Day Thursday 10™ July

Summer Fete Friday 11" July — 2 — 5pm

Y6 School Journey ~ Monday 14% July

Last Day of Term Monday 21 July (& Koinonia End of Year Church
Service at St John's on Bethnal Green — 9:30AM

Staff Training Tue 22nd July




Are you concerned about a child or a family?

Make a factual record of your concern.

(Include day, date, time, other witnesses, concern and your signature)

You must share your concerns without delay.

The Designated Members of Staff Responsible for Safeguarding and Child Protection

at St John’s are:

Darren Rubin —-Executive Headteacher

Monday -Wednesday

Bal Jheeta — Deputy Headteacher
Wednesday - Friday




