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St John's Newsletter 
 

An update from Mr. Rubin... 
 
I hope you had a lovely Summer break. We have been back at school for a few weeks now 
and the children have settled in well. A warm welcome to our new families across the school 
and in the early years.  
 
We started the year with our Vision Day which enabled the children to reflect on how they will 
let their light shine over the course of the academic year.  
 
We are looking forward to welcoming parents and carers from Year 1-6 in for our ‘Meet the 
Teacher’ session. We know that some of you will be working or unable to attend so we will 
make sure that we send the slides over to you. There will be plenty of opportunities for you to 
visit throughout the year and we will welcome Early Years parents in the weeks to come when 
the children are more settled.  
 
Have a great week and remember to be kind to one another. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow Us on Instagram  
One of the very best ways to keep up to date with what is happening in our school is to follow us 

on social media. We are on X https://twitter.com/5tJohnsTower and 
on Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/stjohnsbethnalgreen?igsh=NHZsODQzc2w4NHZ2&utm_source=qr 

There is some lovely content on there so if you have this platform, please take the time to have a 
look and follow us. 

  

Welcome Back! 
 

It is such a privilege to get into the classrooms. The 
children are always in fine form and are focused 
and hard-working. There is always good learning 
behaviour in the classrooms and our students are 

proud of their achievements.   
 

 

 

https://twitter.com/5tJohnsTower
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnsbethnalgreen?igsh=NHZsODQzc2w4NHZ2&utm_source=qr


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebration Assembly Update 
 

Every Monday, our whole school comes together to celebrate their achievements. Each class 
nominates children for a certificate of significant achievement when they have done 

something especially noteworthy.  
 

We recognise children who have earned their badges, we name our lunchtime helpers of the 
week,  table of the week, oracy ambassadors, and those spotted by our staircase spy for acts 

like holding doors or moving around the school beautifully.  
 

We also reward attendance with extra play for the class with the best weekly record. Finally, 
each teacher chooses one pupil to receive the Kindness Cup, one of the highest honours in 

the school. You can see from the picture above our first three very deserving winners. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Staff Training Update 

 
We welcomed all of the Federation back to 
school for our whole school staff training. 
We updated staff on the latest changes to 
safeguarding as well presenting our Vision 

and Values. 
In addition, we had some training from the 

London Diocesan Board for Schools on 
Unconscious Bias. It was lovely to have 
everyone together in the one building. 

 

Parent Governor Needed! 
 

Our Governing Body has a strong focus on three core strategic functions 

• Ensuring Clarity of Vision 

• Holding the Headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school and  its 
pupils 

• Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well 
spent 

Governors commit to attend regular meetings and training. Each individual Governor is a 
member of the Governing Body and all decisions are the joint responsibility of the Governing 
Body. 
We are now looking for a new Parent Governor to join. If you could send expressions of interest 
to Parents@st-johns.towerhamlets.sch.uk, we will begin the process.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

Music Update 
 

Our  children have been 
taking part in African 

drumming sessions, filling the 
school with rhythm and 

energy. Drumming is not only 
exciting and great fun, it also 
brings benefits for learning 

and wellbeing. Children 
develop coordination, 

concentration and listening 
skills as they keep the beat 
together, while also learning 
the importance of teamwork 

and collaboration. The 
sessions encourage self-
expression and creativity, 

giving every child the chance 
to shine and feel confident. 

 

mailto:Parents@st-johns.towerhamlets.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTIS 
 

We are delighted to once again be working with Artis this year, a charity that brings learning to 
life through performing arts. Their sessions blend music, movement and drama, giving children a 
creative way to explore ideas and express themselves. The benefits are clear: confidence 
grows, communication improves and imagination flourishes. Our children absolutely love these 
sessions and look forward to them each week. We are especially grateful to our great friend to 
the school, Dasha Shenkman, for making it happen through her generosity.  

  
 
 

Family Dining at St John’s 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision Day @ 
St John’s 
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Phonics Teaching 
@ St John’s 

 
At our school, we use the Read Write 

Inc. (RWI) phonics programme to teach 

early reading and spelling. This 

systematic synthetic phonics scheme 

helps pupils quickly learn letter sounds 

and blending skills. Daily sessions 

provide structured, engaging lessons 

that build fluency and confidence, 

ensuring all pupils develop a strong 

foundation for reading and writing 

success. 

 
 
 
 
  

 

Key Dates Coming Up: (Check the calendar on the website too) 
 

Meet The Teacher Y1-6   Thursday 24th September 9:10am  
Evensong @ St John’s Church    Thursday 24th September 4pm   
Harvest Festival in School   Wednesday 15th October     
Parents afternoon/evening   Tuesday 21st October 
Christmas Fete       Friday 12th December 
Christmas Service      Thursday 17th December – 7pm 
@St John’s Church  

 

Attendance – Every Day Counts 
 
 

Regular attendance at school is the single most important factor in ensuring your child's 
success. Every day in school counts, not just for academic progress but also for building 
friendships and developing confidence. When a child attends school regularly, they are 
better able to keep up with their learning and feel a stronger sense of belonging to our 

school community. Some facts below bout attendance that might surprise you: 
 

• Missing 1 day a week means you will have 80% attendance. That's 38 days of 
school you missed, which is more than 7 full weeks of learning! 
 

• Missing just 1 day every two weeks means you will have 90% attendance. That's 
18 days of school you missed in one year, which is almost 4 full weeks of 
learning! 
 

• Missing just 1 day every four weeks means you will have 95% attendance. That's 
9 days of school you missed, or almost 2 full weeks of learning. 

• Our goal is 97% attendance. This means you've only missed about 6 days of 
school all year—that's less than one day a month 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nurturing Learning  
 

Across the school, pupils engage in a 
variety of enriching activities that support 
their development and love of learning. In 
EYFS, children explore sensory play in the 
sand and enjoy group games like parachute 
play, fostering social skills and coordination. 
Pupils across all phases engage in reading 

and discussion, building vocabulary and 
comprehension. Focused teaching 

moments, help develop confidence and 
personalised learning. This broad approach 

creates a calm, language-rich environment 

where every pupil thrives. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

We Love Line Orders! 
 

By lining up calmly, pupils prepare mentally for the next activity and develop social skills like 

cooperation and consideration for others, creating a sense of community across the school.  They help 

maintain calm and safety during transitions, reducing distractions and supporting a positive learning 

environment. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Year One Update – Ms Moses  
 

Year 1 have been setting the scene for our new English Text Knuffle Bunny. 
Knuffle Bunny is a picture book by Mo Willems that tells the story of a young girl named 

Trixie and her beloved stuffed toy, Knuffle Bunny. 
 

One day, during a visit to the laundrette with her father, Trixie realises that she has lost 
Knuffle Bunny. Unable to speak yet, she tries to communicate her distress to her father, but 
he does not understand what is wrong. Today the children visited the launderette to find out 

what happens to the missing characters! 
 

This story is rich in everyday language and emotions, making it highly relatable for young pupils. 

It provides opportunities to explore vocabulary related to feelings, everyday activities, and 

problem-solving, all of which support language development as outlined in the DfE Reading 

Framework. 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 24th September 3.30pm-5pm 

Ocean Children and Family Centre, 

Whitehorse Road E1 0ND 

 

 

Use the QR code or this link to sign up 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staying Safe Online 
Tips 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Penalty Notices Information – New 
National Framework 

 
Please read and familiarise yourself with the latest guidance from Tower Hamlets. 
Please note that the fines go to the local authority and that all schools receive this 

information to share with parents/carers. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W ednesdays     3.45-4.30 pm

St . John on Bet hnal Green

Prim ary School,

Peel Grove, E2 9LR

Years 3-6 w elcome

Bet h n a l  Gr een

Jun i o r  Ch o i r



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
195 days including 5 staff training days (to be confirmed) 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Term Dates 
25/26 
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