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An update from Mr. Rubin... 
I hope you had a lovely half term break. This month is a significant time for many in our school 
community, as we celebrate both Easter and Ramadan. Easter is a time of reflection and 
renewal for Christians, marking the resurrection of Jesus and bringing a message of hope and 
new beginnings. Meanwhile, Ramadan is a sacred month for Muslims, a time of fasting, prayer 
and generosity, culminating in the celebration of Eid. In addition, we welcome Holi, celebrated 
today - the Hindu festival that marks the arrival of Spring. 
 
These occasions remind us of the importance of kindness, gratitude and community—values 
we hold dear in our school. We encourage the children to learn about and respect different 
traditions, and we look forward to sharing in these special celebrations together. 
The newsletter is packed full of activities our children have been engaged with including a 
story of great kindness once again from our friends at Brick Lane Bookshop.  
 
Please note our last two training days have been set on the last page. Wednesday 30th April 
and Tuesday 22nd July  
Enjoy the newsletter, have a lovely weekend and be kind to one another.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow Us on Instagram  
One of the very best ways to keep up to date with what is happening in our school is to follow us 

on social media. We are on X https://twitter.com/5tJohnsTower and 
on Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/stjohnsbethnalgreen?igsh=NHZsODQzc2w4NHZ2&utm_source=qr 

There is some lovely content on there so if you have this platform, please take the time to have a 
look and follow us. 

  

Thank You Again Brick 
Lane Bookshop! 

 
I wanted to thank Polly the 
owner of The Brick Lane 
Bookshop and Matt who 

together have provided every 
single child in a school with a 
book to take home and read. 
Our Early Years children did 
not attend the book shop but 
that was no obstacle as the 
book shop came to school!  

 
There is such beautiful 

kindness in the world and our 
children have really benefitted 
from this wonderful gesture.  

Thankyou! 
 

 
 

 

https://twitter.com/5tJohnsTower
https://www.instagram.com/stjohnsbethnalgreen?igsh=NHZsODQzc2w4NHZ2&utm_source=qr


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Class Three Art Update  

Class 3 engaged in a hands-on activity, creating natural paints like those used in the Stone Age. 
They crushed blueberries, mixed them with glue and food colouring and used the resulting 

mixture for painting. This allowed them to explore different textures, applying their natural paints 
to stone and cardboard surfaces. 

 
The children discovered how natural resources can be transformed into art materials, gaining 
practical understanding of historical practices. The activity fostered creativity and encouraged 
experimentation, while offering a tangible connection to the past. It was a fun and educational 

experience, bringing history to life through art. The children enjoyed the sensory exploration and 
the unique painting process. It was also great fun! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Author Visits at Christ Church 
School and St John’s  

Pupils and their friends from Christ 
Church and St Paul’s school shared a 
memorable experience meeting 
author Yaba Badoe. The children 
were captivated by her stories. 

Similarly, a recent visit to Christ 
Church school to meet Adeola 
Sokunbi, author and illustrator, 
proved equally enriching. The event 
allowed students to witness the 
creative process first hand, sparking 
their imaginations and providing 
valuable opportunities for students to 
connect with the world of literature in 
a personal way.  

By interacting directly with creators, 
children gain a deeper appreciation 
for the art of storytelling and 
illustration. Such experiences are 
inspirational, encouraging students to 
explore their own potential and 
fostering a lifelong love of reading 
and writing. They demonstrate that 
books are created by real people with 
fascinating stories. 

 
 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 2 Visit Pizza Express  
 

I think it is fairly evident from the pictures 
how much the children enjoyed their recent 

visit to Pizza Express to make some 
delicious hand made pizzas from scratch. I 

am not sure whether it was more fun making 
or eating but big thanks to Ms Moses for 

organising. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teddy Bear Hospital  
 

The Teddy Bear Hospital once again provided a wonderful opportunity for our younger 
children to learn about health in a fun and engaging way. Children brought their teddy bears 

for check-ups, becoming doctors and nurses for the day helping to demystify the medical 
world, reducing anxieties often associated with doctor visits. 

 
Learning about basic health practices, such as listening to heartbeats, brushing your teeth 
and applying bandages brings a sense of familiarity and comfort with healthcare, promotes 
healthy habits and encourages children to take an interest in their own well-being. It is also 

great fun! 
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World Book Day  
2025 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Council Round Up 

Our Worship Council meeting with 
Reverend Philippa sparked insightful 
discussions about forgiveness, a key 
Value we're focusing on this half term. 
The question, "How do we think we 
can help St. John's to be a bunch of 
forgiving people?" resonated deeply, 
prompting thoughtful responses from 
our pupils. 

The children shared their 
perspectives, considering how acts of 
kindness, empathy and understanding 
can contribute to a culture of 
forgiveness. This aligns perfectly with 
our half-term value, empowering our 
Worship Council to build an even 
more harmonious and supportive 
environment in school.  

 
 

 

Evensong Service at  
St John’s Church 

I had the privilege this week to attend 
our Choir Church Evensong Service 
at St John’s. Reverend Philippa led 
the service inviting us to reflect on 
Forgiveness by telling the story of 
Joseph from the Old Testament of 

how, despite being unfairly treated by 
his brothers, he used the Value f 
forgiveness to shine through. Our 

children sang beautifully and it is such 
a fantastic opportunity to take over 
the church! Thanks to Mrs Bahi and 

Jonathan Pease who leads the choir. 

Ash Wednesday 
Service 

 
We have been 

keeping Reverend 
Philippa extremely 

busy. Huge thanks to 
her for leading the 
Ash Wednesday 
service in school. 
Thank you to Mrs 

Bahi and Mrs Jheeta 
for organising.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staying Safe Online 
Tips 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Penalty Notices Information – New 
National Framework 

 
Please read and familiarise yourself with 
the latest guidance from Tower Hamlets. 
Please note that the fines go to the local 
authority and that all schools receive this 
information to share with parents/carers. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W ednesdays     3.45-4.30 pm

St . John on Bet hnal Green

Prim ary School,

Peel Grove, E2 9LR

Years 3-6 w elcome

Bet h n a l  Gr een

Jun i o r  Ch o i r



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

St John’s & St Paul’s Whitechapel CE Primary Schools 

Term Dates and Holidays - 2024/ 2025 

 

Autumn Term 2024  

 

Staff Training   Mon 2nd  & Tue 3rd September  

First Day of Term  Wednesday 4th September  

Half Term   Monday 28th – Friday 1st November 

Staff Training   Mon 4th November  

Second half of term Tuesday 5th November  

Last Day of Term  Friday 20th December  

 

Christmas Day   Wednesday  25th December  

Boxing Day   Thursday 26th December  

 

Spring Term 2025  

New Year’s Day Monday 1st January  

First Day of Term Monday  6th January 

Half Term   Mon. 17th to Fri. 21st February  

Second half of term Monday 24th February  

Last Day of Term  Friday 4th April  

 

Good Friday   Friday 18th April 

Easter Monday  Monday 21st April  

 

Summer Term 2025 

First Day of Term Tuesday 22nd April 

Staff Training   Wed 30th April   

May Day Bank Holiday Monday 5th May  

Half Term   Tuesday 27th to Friday 30th May 

Second half of term Monday 2nd June  

Last Day of Term  Tuesday 21st July 

Staff Training   Tuesday 22nd July   

 

 
Ramadan begins Friday 28h February 2025*  
Eid Al-Fitr  Sunday 30th March 2025* 
Eid Al-Adha  Friday 6th June 2025*   
195 days including 5 staff training days  
* to be confirmed   
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


