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An update from Mr Rubin... 
 
I hope you are all well and looking after one another. We are certainly missing everyone here at 
school but are adapting. Work continues to be set daily on Purple Mash and we are trialling 
Google Classrooms so the children can see their friends. We are open every day for  
‘vulnerable’ families and children of critical workers and we continue to run food drops on a 
Friday. I mentioned in the last edition about the importance of supporting your children to 
engage in work set and Denise and Rashina have added lots of links in the newsletter today 
that might help.  
 
I know how difficult it can be to manage and keep on top of things. If you are finding things hard 
then you are not the only one. I wanted to remind you that we are here to support you. In the 
phone calls that you have with our staff, let them know if you are finding things challenging so 
that we can help. Your children need to be engaging with the learning our staff are setting and 
work should be uploaded or sent back via email. Let us know if there are issues and we can 
support you. If you need to get in touch with the school you can leave a message on the phone 
0208 980 1142 or email us by writing to parents@st-johns.towerhamlets.sch.uk 
 
Do make sure you read every page of the newsletter. There is lots of information today ranging 
from  assistance with broadband, a Place2Be update with Kam, food banks that are opening, 
flu vaccine information plus some rather splendid news from Ms Wall. 
 
Have a lovely weekend, stay safe and be kind to one another.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Google Classrooms 
 
I noted in the last newsletter that our staff were 
to receive training on Google Classrooms. 
Over the next couple of weeks, your teacher 
will be in touch to arrange to meet your child 
using this application. Our plan is to introduce 
this slowly as there are a number of things to 
consider such as timetabling, number of 
devices in the house, broadband strength etc.  
 
I am very grateful to Ms Moses and Ms Walker 
who have been trialling this in their classes. 
Feedback has been good and the children 
enjoy seeing one another.  
 
Whilst Google Classroom and Google Meets 
are a great way to see the class, we will 
continue to use Purple Mash and Tapestry  
 
Encourage your children to upload their work 
so teachers can assess it.  
 
 

mailto:parents@st-johns.towerhamlets.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oracy Update Ms Walker and Ms Pink  

 
It is really important to keep up your oracy skills whilst 
in lockdown. Teach your families about the instigator, 
builder and challenger roles.  
This week, we want you to debate this question: If 
there could only be cats or dogs in the world 
which would you choose? Remember to provide 
evidence. 
 
Please send in your responses either via video or 
written to our twitter account @5tJohnsTower or the 
parent email address.  
 

ARTIS Update – Mr Rubin 
 

Whilst we are all disappointed that we can’t 
be in school, we are lucky that Beebop 
from Artis has recorded her lessons for you 
to enjoy weekly. Please encourage your 
children to take a look at them. If you click 
on the link below, you can access all of the 
lessons so far. 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrtL
kmztNPCMNSNT1Fnp3Lfj8MWktQpAM 
 

 

Ms Wall 
 

I am very pleased to inform you that Ms Wall got in 
touch to share her good news…Baby Isaac Adkins 
was born on the 8th January 2021! 

 
Isaac is doing really well and is already very tall. He is 
still learning to sleep through the night and he has 
been having lots of cuddles as he gets used to the 
world around him.  

 
We are so happy for Ms Wall and her husband Jack. 
 
I think we all needed a bit of news to cheer us up!! 
 

Sharing Good Work 
 

Whether you are winning Blue Peter 
Awards or making intricate  works of art 
with salt dough, we want to know what you 
have been doing so you can inspire our 
school community.  
 
If you would like to share anything you 
have been working on, please send it in to 
our twitter account or email in.  

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrtLkmztNPCMNSNT1Fnp3Lfj8MWktQpAM
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrtLkmztNPCMNSNT1Fnp3Lfj8MWktQpAM


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

World Book Day Early Reminder – Ms 
Walker and Ms Pink 

 
It may seem a long way away but on Thursday 4th 
March we will be celebrating World Book Day even if 
we are in lockdown. We are giving you notice because 
we would love home-made costumes but of course 
shop bought is fantastic too. Get your creative hats on 
and we can’t wait to see the results on World Book 
Day. 
 
 

 

EYFS Update – Mrs Brownbill 
 
During lockdown we still need to be learning! There's lots of important and enjoyable lessons 
for your child on Tapestry. 
 
If your child is missing PE with Malcolm or stories with Mrs Stevens they can access them 
remotely from the comfort of your home. 
 
We update our videos daily, so please log in daily as a part of your home learning routine. 
 
If you have any questions or log in queries please do not hesitate to get in touch and speak 
to Mrs Brownbill. 
 

PSHE Update – Ms Pink 
 

We pride ourselves on celebrating all that makes 
us different, unique and special. Ms. Pink has 
worked very hard to record a  'Celebrating 
Difference' assembly on our YouTube channel. 
Please watch it  and perhaps you can have a 
discussion about differences at home. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uXW2NwQyk_
U 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uXW2NwQyk_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uXW2NwQyk_U


 

 

 

 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Fundraising Update – Mr. Rubin  
 

I am so pleased to let you know that our fundraising campaign is going from 
strength to strength. We have already raised a staggering £1800! If you would 
like to contribute or know someone that would, please send them the following 
link https://donatemyschool.com/st-johns-ce-primary-school-2431 
 

 
 

https://donatemyschool.com/st-johns-ce-primary-school-2431


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   A message from Place2Be......   

Hello again children of St John's from Place2Be!  

How have you all been feeling this week? For this week’s feelings check-in, perhaps we can 

think about our feelings drifting along the ocean….. 

 

                   
 

Maybe your feelings would be peacefully floating along with the breeze….……? Or perhaps 

your feelings might be crashing like mighty waves in a thunderstorm? Remember to share 

your feelings with those around you, to tell them about your ‘ocean of feelings’. Why not ask 

other people how they’ve been feeling too! 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Place2Be, we think a lot about our feelings and our ‘wellbeing’. Wellbeing means looking after both 

our minds and our bodies to keep us healthy and feeling the best we can feel. Your activity for this week 

is to design your very own wellbeing festival. A festival is often a special event with lots of activities, 

food and music, that lasts for a whole day or even longer. What would your ‘Wellbeing festival’ be like? 

 

Maybe you’d play a sport that makes your heart race and makes you feel good?!  

 

Maybe you’d hire your favourite band to play the songs that get you smiling when you sing along? 

 

What food would you have? What food is special to you?  

 

What activities would you have? Art there any arts or crafts that help you think about your feelings? 

Don’t forget – this is YOUR wellbeing festival….so the choices are all up to you! 

 
 

 

 

 

 Dear Parents/Carers, 

It’s important to think your own wellbeing in these changing times. Find here a link BBC bitesize, with 

articles around supporting ‘self-care’ for you and your families:  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/znsmxyc 

http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/tent-clipart-4-520x476-5744055


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

From Denise and Rashina – Parental Engagement Team 

 
You may have seen or heard about a scheme where internet providers. The 

Department for Education (DfE) Get Help with Tech scheme is being supported 

by EE, Vodafone, Three, Sky Mobile, Smarty, Tesco Mobile and Virgin Mobile.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who can get help? 

Schools, trusts and local authorities (ordering for maintained schools) in 

England can request mobile data increases for disadvantaged children and 

young people in years 3 to 11 who are not able to attend school due to national 

lockdown restrictions. They must meet all 3 of these criteria: 

• do not have fixed broadband at home  

• cannot afford additional data for their devices 

• are experiencing disruption to their face-to-face education 

If you meet all 3 criteria and would like support with data, please email 

parents@st-johns.towerhamlets.sch.uk with the following information: 

For each request, we need to know: 

• the name of the mobile phone account holder 

• the number of the mobile device 

• the mobile network of that device (for example Three) 

 

 

mailto:parents@st-johns.towerhamlets.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tues  

26 January 

10am-11am 

Maths  

At Key Stage 2 

Gain an insight into what your child is learning in 

Maths at Key Stage 2 and discover how to use the 

internet and other tools to encourage mathematical 

thinking and motivate reluctant learners. 
Weds 

27 January 

10.15- 11.15am 

Healthy Families Is your family snacking more during lockdown and 

finding it difficult to be active?  

In this workshop, you’ll have the chance to share your 

concerns, pick up some ideas for quick, easy meals and 

discover ways to get the family a bit more active! 
Thursday 

28 January 

10am-11am 

Learning in the Early 

Years 

In this workshop for parents of nursery and reception 

class children, you’ll find out about the Early Years 

Foundation Stage and discover how you can use every-

day experiences to enhance your child’s learning. 
Monday 

1 February 

10am-11am 

Supporting your Child’s 

Well-being and Mental 

Health 

This is an uncertain time for everyone. Children are 

often more aware of what’s going on than we think. 

They might not understand the news, but that doesn’t 

mean they can’t sense that something is up. You might 

not be sure how best to talk about what’s going on, but 

it’s important we pay attention to their mental health. 
Friday 

5 February  

7pm-9pm 

Digital Family Quiz 

#YourDigitalFamily 

Does your family know its TikTok from its Twitter, 

Deliveroo from Discord or Bieber from Baby Shark? 

Take part in this fun family quiz night and test your 

family’s tech knowledge. Suitable for parents, year 6 

and secondary school-aged children. Prizes to be won! 
Saturday  

6 February 

1pm-2.30pm 

Support with Online 

Learning 

This workshop, which is delivered through Zoom, will 

give you an opportunity to look at examples of school 

websites as well as on-line learning portals such as 

Google Classroom and Purple Mash, to name a few. 
Monday 

8 February 

10am-11am 

Platform to Talk- 

Keeping teens motivated 

to learn 

With exams being cancelled, some young people are 

feeling there is little point to online 

lessons- This timely session for parents of secondary 

school children will explore what can parents do 

to motivate teens and help prepare them for their 

future.   

 
Thursday 

11 February 

10am-11am 

E-Safety and Learning With children learning at home, online safety is never 

more important, this workshop looks at the practical 

steps parents can take to safeguard children and 

explains the latest social media and gaming apps 

children may be using to communicate online. 

 

 

 

Upcoming workshops for parent/ carers. Rashina and I are delivering some 

sessions in the evening and over the weekend too. 

 

 

 

 
Subscribe to our e-bulletin 

www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/parentfamilysupport 

Produced by 

The Parental Engagement 
Schools and Families Team 
 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKTOWERHAMLETS/subscriber/new?qsp=CODE_RED
http://www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/parentfamilysupport


 

 

 

Friday  

12 February 

7pm-9pm 

Digital Family Quiz 

#YourDigitalFamily 

Does your family know its TikTok from its Twitter, 

Deliveroo from Discord or Bieber from Baby Shark? 

Take part in this fun family quiz night and test your 

family’s tech knowledge. Suitable for parents, year 6 

and secondary school-aged children. Prizes to be won! 
Monday 

1 March 

10am-11am 

Learning in the Early 

Years 

In this workshop for parents of nursery and reception 

class children, you’ll find out about the Early Years 

Foundation Stage and discover how you can use every-

day experiences to enhance your child’s learning. 
Tuesday  

2 March  

5pm-6pm 

 

 

Mindfulness  

Discover the importance 

of being in the present and 

fully aware of what is 

happening around us 

With the unpredictability of the current times we find 

ourselves in, you may be finding that you and your 

children are a little more anxious than usual. Join the 

session to pick up some useful strategies and tips that 

may help to create a sense of calm. 
Wednesday  

3 March 

5pm-6pm 

Reading at Key Stage 2 Gain an insight into how reading is taught at school. 

Discover how to motivate reluctant readers and how 

you can support your child’s reading development at 

home.  
Friday 

5 March 

10am-11am 

Reading at Key Stage 1 Gain an insight into how reading is taught at school. 

Discover how to motivate reluctant readers and how 

you can support your child’s reading development at 

home.  
Thursday  

4 March 

6pm-7.30pm 

E- Safety and Learning With children learning at home, online safety is never 

more important, this workshop looks at the practical 

steps parents can take to safeguard children and 

explains the latest social media and gaming apps 

children may be using to communicate online 
Wednesday  

10 March 

10am-11am 

Healthy Families Is your family snacking too much or finding it difficult 

to be active? In this workshop, you’ll have the chance 

to share your concerns, pick up some ideas for quick, 

easy meals and discover ways to get the family more 

active!  
Wednesday 

17 March 

5pm-6pm 

KS2 Maths  

 

Gain an insight into what your child is learning in 

Maths at Key Stage 2 and discover how to use the 

internet and other tools to encourage mathematical 

thinking and motivate reluctant learners. 
Friday 

19 March 

5pm-6pm 

Maths at Key Stage 1 Gain an insight into what your child is learning in 

Maths at Key Stage 1 and discover how to use the 

internet and other tools to encourage mathematical 

thinking and motivate reluctant learners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
About Us 

What We Do: 
The SENDIASS Team offers free and impartial advice to parents and young people with SEND who 
are residents within Tower Hamlets or City of London.  Some of the ways we can support you are: 

• Attending meetings with schools / professionals 

• Applying for an Education Health and Care Plan 

• Mediation with the Local Authority 

• Preparing and attending SEND Tribunals 
We have a dedicated telephone line, 020 7364 6489, that you can call to speak to an advisor Monday 
- Friday, 09:00 a.m. - 17:00 p.m.  
  
If your query can not be resolved during the telephone consultation, we will take a referral and 
you will be allocated a caseworker who will contact you within 10 working days. 
  
Our team also runs workshops for parents around the EHCP process and Secondary School 
Transitions.  If you are interested in attending one of these workshops, please call the team on 020 
7364 6489 who can discuss this with you. 

 https://www.towerhamletsandcitysendiass.com/ 

 

 

 

Nursery Admission 2021 

 

Virtual information session for parents/carers  

This interactive session will provide important information about the application process as 

well as explore how families can support their child’s transition to nursery. 

Wednesday 27th January 2021 
10 am – 11 am 
Parents can attend this workshop through zoom using the following: 
Meeting ID: 949 8055 2656 
Passcode: Y0tqVX 
 

Local Offer Link: 

https://www.localoffertowerhamlets.co.uk/events/32735-tower-hamlets-transition-support-

service-get-ready-2021-applying-for-nursery?date=2021-01-27&term=nursery+admission 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.towerhamletsandcitysendiass.com/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.localoffertowerhamlets.co.uk%2Fevents%2F32735-tower-hamlets-transition-support-service-get-ready-2021-applying-for-nursery%3Fdate%3D2021-01-27%26term%3Dnursery%2Badmission&data=04%7C01%7CDenise.Foster%40towerhamlets.gov.uk%7C97724549be2f4e9f697b08d8be270e1f%7C3c0aec87f983418fb3dcd35db83fb5d2%7C0%7C0%7C637468422243957808%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=e7l788rHVyvhagNPeF55JDRD44FdZczVpFRHIkBhKhk%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.localoffertowerhamlets.co.uk%2Fevents%2F32735-tower-hamlets-transition-support-service-get-ready-2021-applying-for-nursery%3Fdate%3D2021-01-27%26term%3Dnursery%2Badmission&data=04%7C01%7CDenise.Foster%40towerhamlets.gov.uk%7C97724549be2f4e9f697b08d8be270e1f%7C3c0aec87f983418fb3dcd35db83fb5d2%7C0%7C0%7C637468422243957808%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=e7l788rHVyvhagNPeF55JDRD44FdZczVpFRHIkBhKhk%3D&reserved=0
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